


EDITORIAL
Hervé Morin 
President of the Normandy Region

'This world that escapes us' 
With the Normandy for Peace initiative, the Normandy Region has 
gradually become a truly international think-tank for the promotion 
of dialogue around peace, while remaining accessible to the general 
public and young people, in particular. This year, the 7th Normandy World 
Peace Forum will pursue this objective by focusing on the major challenges 
facing our world in a deeply complex international context: climate change, 
the migratory crisis, the arms race, technological runaway and armed 
conflicts. Violence is not new, but it is assuming new forms.

Over the two days of the Forum, around a hundred speakers will come together 
to discuss and debate the major issues of tomorrow. Through conferences, 
debates and workshops, experts and political representatives will contribute 
their visions and insights to help us gain a better understanding of the 
challenges of our time.

This year, Normandy and the rest of the world celebrated the 80th anniversary of 
D-Day and the Battle of Normandy. Following on from this extraordinary moment 
of fellowship in celebration of peace and freedom regained, this year's Forum 
reaffirms Normandy's commitment to these values, which it has championed 
for eight decades.

More than ever, through this Forum, the Region is making a concrete 
commitment to honour the memory of those whose bravery and sacrifices 
liberated Normandy, France and Europe. In keeping with this legacy, the 
Normandy World Peace Forum aims to bring together the generations of today 
and tomorrow, who wish to become builders of peace, spreading the hope of a 
fairer and safer world.
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6  I  P R O G R A M M E

 10 AM - 12 PM
Salle Plénière

→ In the past, peace was threatened almost exclusively by State violence, the 
violence of neighbours and rivals, carried out by so-called ‘regular’ armies. 

Today, the situation is very different: the violence affecting the international scene 
takes a variety of forms. No matter whether it is linked to economic interests, social 
protest or ethnic or religious differences, it is often exacerbated by feelings of 
humiliation, age-old resentments and global changes that engender incomprehension 
and fear. Is the world on the verge of a tipping point? 

A sense of impotence prevails across Europe, Africa and the Near and Middle East 
regarding these global changes. By understanding these new forms of violence 
and pinpointing the links between them, we can anticipate and control them more 
effectively. We can only move beyond the status quo and build the peace of tomorrow 
if we take the time to analyse this unprecedented landscape and assess its political 
implications.

PLENARY CONFERENCE

UNDERSTANDING VIOLENCE 
OF THE WORLD'S SHIFT

SPEAKERS

  Adekeye ADEBAJO I Professor at the University of Pretoria 

  Bertrand BADIE I Professor Emeritius of Universities at Sciences Po Paris

  Agnès CALLAMARD I Secretary General of Amnesty International

  Éric DANON I Diplomat, former French Ambassador to Israel

  Joseph MAÏLA I Professor of geopolitics and international mediation 
at ESSEC Business School

  Valérie MASSON-DELMOTTE I CEA Research Director at the Climate and 
Environmental Sciences Laboratory at the University of Paris Saclay, 
former co-chair of IPCC Working Group 1

  Hervé MORITZ I President of the European Movement - France

  Rémy RIOUX I Director General of the French Development Agency

  Jean-Marie THÉODAT I Senior Lecturer at Panthéon-Sorbonne University

MODERATION 

Frédérique BEDOS 
Producer, Director, 

Founder of the 
educational NGO, 

The Imagine 
Project

François-Xavier 
PRIOLLAUD,  

Vice-President of the 
Normandy Region

OPENING

Hervé MORIN
President of the 

Normandy Region

THURSDAY 26th SEPTEMBER
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7  I  P R O G R A M M E

→ Whenever and wherever women and men have dared to stand up to injustice, 
they have been at risk. Their resistance is an aggravation to those involved in abuse, 
corruption and crime, particularly those in white-collar roles. The defenders of rights 
and freedoms have faced this cynicism and impunity with courage and determination 
in spite of intimidation and aggression. 

They are humanitarians, journalists, ecologists, lawyers... and they all have a 
single objective: to defend freedom! Read what they have to say at this special 
event dedicated to them. 

 2 PM - 3.30 PM   
Salle Plénière

HIGHLIGHT

PROTECTING THE DEFENDERS 
OF FREEDOM

SPEAKERS

   Chirinne ARDAKANI I President of Iran Justice, Lawyer of Narges Mohammadi, 
Nobel Peace Prize 2023 currently imprisoned in Iran

   Bertha ZÚÑIGA CÁCERES I General coordinator of the Civic Council of Popular 
and lndigenous Organizations of Honduras (COPINH)

   Ndume OLATUSHANI I Activist, Former American death row inmate who spent 
20 years on death row before his release in 2012

   Édouard PERRIN I Editor-in-Chief of Forbidden Stories

   Olivier VANDECASTEELE I Humanitarian and founder of the NGO Protect 
Humanitarians

MODERATION  

Frédérique BEDOS 
Producer, Director, Founder 

of the educational NGO, 
The Imagine 

Project

François-Xavier 
PRIOLLAUD,  

Vice-President of the 
Normandy Region

THURSDAY 26th SEPTEMBER
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LATIN AMERICA : STATES FACED 
WITH VIOLENCE
In partnership with France/Latin America and Caribbean association 
(LATFRAN)

→ Many Latin American countries are facing increasing levels of violence, 
exacerbated by repercussions from the fight against drug trafficking. Their 
populations are facing challenges such as insecurity, economic and social vulnerabilities 
and the impacts of climate change. With the continent facing the risk of the collapse of 
certain States, what solutions can be implemented to restore peace? 

CAN SPORT PROMOTE PEACE?
In partnership with the French Institute for International 
and Strategic Affairs (IRIS)

→ Sport is a true tool of soft power, increasingly used by States to establish 
their influence through staging international competitions. It is also 
sometimes the focus of diplomatic incidents. Sport is neither neutral nor unconnected 
to geopolitical issues. While sport claims to be a field of international relations in its 
own right, could its influence on societies and individuals be used to actively contribute 
to peacebuilding?

 4.30 PM - 6 PM
Auditorium

 4.30 PM - 6 PM
Plenary Hall

SPEAKERS

  Elisabeth BETON-DELÈGUE I Diplomat, former French Ambassador to the Holy See, in Haiti, 
Mexico and Chile

 David GAMBOA I Political scientist and advisor

 Felix ULLOA I Vice-President of the Republic of Salvador

SPEAKERS

  Bernard AMSALEM I Former President of the French Athletics Federation , Director of the 
French National Olympic and Sports Committee

  Sophie LORANT I Director of International Relations of the Organising Committee for the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games 2024

  Samuel DUCROQUET I Ambassador for Sport at the Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs

  Lilian THURAM I President of the Education against Racism and for Equality Foundation, 
former international footballer

MODERATION

Pascal DROUHAUD, 
Founder president 

of LATFRAN

MODERATION

Pascal BONIFACE,  
Director of the Institute 

of International and 
Strategic Relations

THE DEBATES I THURSDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER
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THE MIDDLE EAST IN TURMOIL 
In partnership with ESSEC Business School
→ The attack on 7th October 2023 plunged the Middle East back into violence. 
We have since seen missile attacks from Iran, an escalation with Hezbollah, Houthi 
attacks in the Red Sea, violence by Israeli settlers in the West Bank and situations 
continuing to cause concern in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and elsewhere. All this raises 
difficult but valid questions: Is peace lost? Who could take the initiative here? The 
United States? Europe? Other States in the Global South? Never has a peace initiative 
seemed so essential, yet so unlikely.

 4.30 PM - 6 PM
Salle Or

SPEAKERS

  Frédéric CHARILLON I University Professor and Co-Director of the Geopolitics, 
Defence and Leadership programme at ESSEC Business School

 Éric DANON I Diplomat, former French Ambassador to Israel

 Fatiha DAZI-HÉNI I Senior researcher on Arabian peninsula and persian Gulf, IRSEM

  Joseph MAÏLA I Professor of geopolitics and international mediation 
at ESSEC Business School

THE DEBATES I THURSDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER

WHAT WORLD AFTER THE US ELECTIONS?
In partnership with Le Monde

→ The uncertainty around the upcoming US elections is adding to feelings 
of instability on the international stage. The outcome of the contest between 
Kamala Harris and Donald Trump could change the balance of the world, which has 
already been profoundly challenged by an increase in tensions between States linked 
to the emergence of new powers and the resurgence of conflicts. While these elections 
are highlighting deep internal divisions among the American population, they could 
directly influence the future of the world and the construction of lasting peace.

 4.30 PM - 6 PM
Salle Nacre

SPEAKER

  Jeffrey HAWKINS I Former diplomat and associate researcher at IRIS

MODERATION

Gilles PARIS,  
Journalist, Le Monde
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WHAT COURSE FOR EUROPE’S SECURITY?
In partnership with the Jacques Delors Institute

→ The war in Ukraine has revealed vulnerabilities in Europe in terms of 
defence and dependence on the US and NATO. European countries have 
nevertheless managed to unite to support Ukraine and significantly increase their 
military spending. However, this is still limited progress in a fragile situation in 
which multiple, geopolitical tensions are making it more vital than ever to assert a 
European foreign policy and defence agenda.

MODERATION

Sylvie MATELLY, 
Director of the 

Jacques Delors 
Institute

SPEAKERS

  Katrin AUS DEM SIEPEN I Director of the Political Department of the German Embassy in France

 Nicole GNESOTTO I Vice-President of the Jacques Delors Institute

 Bruno TERTRAIS I Deputy Director of the Foundation for Strategic Research

 4.30 PM - 6 PM
Salle Azur
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VILLAGE FOR PEACE 
PROGRAMME 

IN PARALLEL WITH THE 
CONFERENCES AND 
DEBATES, DISCOVER 
THE VILLAGE FOR PEACE 
AND ITS MANY EVENTS 
GROUPED INTO THREE 
AREAS: GET INVOLVED, 
DISCUSS, SHARE.  
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
► Amnesty International, an NGO independent of 
any government or economic interest, fights to put 
an end to serious human rights violations. Get to 
know it and find out what it does.

PLAN INTERNATIONAL
► Plan International, which was founded in 1937, 
is a global network working to advance children's 
rights and gender equality. It supports more than 
52 million children and young people worldwide. The 
organisation currently works through a system of 
sponsorships and programmes in East Africa, West 
Africa, Asia and Latin America.

ACTED 
► The association develops and implements 
programmes aimed at the most vulnerable 
populations, who suffer from violence, conflict, 
natural disasters or endemic poverty.

LA BOÎTE A BAC 
► La Boîte à Bac is a company that creates 
innovative educational content. Their mission: 
to offer the keys to the baccalaureate to all high 
school students, whatever their profile. For the 7th 

Forum, Boîte à Bac produced a 5-episode web series 
on new forms of violence.

ENGAGÉS POUR LA PAIX: AN AREA 
FOR THOSE COMMITED TO PEACE

THE FRENCH RED CROSS, 
NORMANDY DELEGATION

► A historical partner of the Forum, The French Red 
Cross, is a leading player in the field of emergency 
and first aid at national and international level. 
Their space features a range of events focusing 
on their activities. 

ENSEMBLE CONTRE  
LA PEINE DE MORT 

► Since 2000, Ensemble Contre la Peine de Mort 
(ECPM) has been fighting against the death 
penalty throughout the world by uniting and 
mobilising abolitionist forces from around the 
world. Simultaneous activities will include videos 
on the case for abolition, quizzes and a game based 
on a map of abolitionist and retentionist countries. 

TREASURE HUNT
► Designed in partnership with Canopé, a digital 
treasure hunt invites you to discover the exhibitors of 
the Engagés pour la Paix in a fun way. To participate, 
scan the QR codes in this space.

INITIATIVES & CHANGEMENT
► As a member of the international Initiatives 
of Change network, Initiatives et Changement's 
mission is to develop civic engagement to promote 
coexistence and strengthen social cohesion. Their 
aim is to raise awareness among children and young 
people in France and abroad of their role in society 
by encouraging them to take part.
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THE NORMANDY FOR PEACE INITIATIVE
Educational projects, university exchanges, colloquia... During the year, 
Normandy for Peace offers a wide range of activities organised by the 
Normandy Region and its partners, as Handicap International, Normandy 
Battlefields for Peace... Visit the Region's own stand to find out more about 
its key areas of action. Find out more: normandyforpeace.com 

Ouest-France and its partners bring you 
discussions focusing on international 
news. Join them in their space, the 
Agora studio!

AGORA STUDIO

In partnership with the Sipa 
Ouest-France group
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 10.30 AM - 12 PM 

►  GEOPOLITICAL AND SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES 
OF GLOBAL WARMING

Growing inequalities, new tensions between 
states... the consequences of global warming 
are numerous. 
A session organised with the International Institute 
of Human Rights and Peace.

 2 PM - 2.30 PM 

►  INTERVIEW WITH LILIAN THURAM
Since the end of his football career, the 1998 
world champion has been committed to a number 
of causes. At the head of his foundation, he has 
stepped up his efforts to combat racism and 
promote equality throughout the world.

 4.30 PM - 6 PM 

►  UKRAINE-RUSSIA. HOW CAN HISTORY BE USED?
How history can be used and, above all, exploited in 
a conflict. A case in point: the war between Russia 
and Ukraine.
A session organised with the Collège des Bernardins.

 10.30 AM - 12 PM 

►  IMPACT OF THE RISE OF ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE IN THE MEDIA

Like many other sectors, the news industry is being 
impacted by the rise of artificial intelligence. Is this 
an opportunity or a risk?

 2 PM - 2.30 PM 

►  INTERVIEW WITH ISABELLE LEBON
American elections. The professor of economics 
at the University of Caen discusses the international 
consequences of the November elections in the 
United States.

 4.30 PM - 6 PM 

►  THE FIGHT AGAINST THE DEATH 
PENALTY WORLDWIDE

Interview with the Ensemble Contre la Peine 
de Mort movement.

THURSDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER

1 3  I  P R O G R A M M E

https://normandiepourlapaix.fr/en
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THE BOOKSHOP

► Run by the association, 'Au brouillon de culture', 
the Bookshop offers the works of the speakers with 
signings as well as numerous novels, essays and 
comics, etc.

THE CONCERTS 

► See the Duo Palma group Thursday and Friday 
lunchtime at the Table!

THURSDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER
12.30 PM to 1 PM  Valérie MASSON-DELMOTTE,  
Mr GEOPOLITIX 

3.30 PM to 4 PM  Launch of Bertrand BADIE's book 
“L’ART DE LA PAIX”

6 PM to 6.30 PM  Pascal BONIFACE, Sylvie MATELLY,
Lilian THURAM

FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
12.30 PM to 1 PM  Nicole GNESOTTO, Richard WERLY

3.30 PM to 4 PM  Émilie AUBRY, Bruno TERTRAIS

EXHIBITIONS 

TAPACHULA, TRANSIT CITY
by the photographer Mahé Elipe. 

In partnership with the Festival Les Femmes 
s'exposent 

► Tapachula, a town in Mexico, is an obligatory 
stopover for thousands of migrants on their 
way to the United States. Photographer Mahé 
Elipe's 12 shots reveal this transitional city, which 
has been transformed into a giant open-air refuge. 

Focus on the 80th anniversary of D-Day 
and the Battle of Normandy

D-DAY : THE EMOTION OF THE LAST 
GREAT TRIBUTE
In partnership with Paris Match

► Through 20 prints, Paris Match looks 
back at the commemorations of the 80the 
anniversary which were held in Normandy 
last June. A final great tribute to these heroes 
who came to liberate Normandy, France and 
Europe 80 years ago.

THESE LASTING CONFLICTS 
Bayeux Calvados-Normandy Award 
for war Correspondents

► This exhibition highlights the work of war 
reporters who have won awards in recent 
editions of the Bayeux Prize. Twelve photos 
from the epicentres of twelve conflict zones 
around the world, which have been dominating 
the international news for decades. 

I REMEMBER, EMOTION 
IN SEVEN LETTERS
► Listen to the reading of seven letters 
by young Norman high school students, 
an immersive experience in which you hear 
the stories of civilians and soldiers during the 
summer of 1944. 

Letters taken from the book, Paroles du Jour J: Lettres 
et carnets du débarquement, été 1944 by Jean-Pierre Guéno
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 10 AM - 12 PM
Salle Plénière

→ The world is heading into a new era in which the emergence of new 
forms of violence reflects profound changes in the balance of power. The 
growing diversity of the protagonists involved demands a fresh approach to conflict 
resolution. New transgressions that defy old diplomatic approaches and the classic 
game of negotiation mean that we need to find a formula for managing these 
new parameters, while at the same time involving the traditional peacemakers – 
multilateral institutions, diplomats and NGOs.

These questions are essential to reclaiming control of international relations. They 
necessitate a global approach that transcends regional or sectoral perspectives. A 
commitment to genuine cooperation rather than mere competition is more crucial 
than ever when it comes to resolving ongoing conflicts. This calls for a more equitable 
sharing of power, resources and worldviews.

PLENARY CONFERENCE

REGAINING CONTROL OF THE WORLD

FRIDAY 27th SEPTEMBER

MODERATION 

Frédérique BEDOS, 
Producer, Director, 

Founder of the 
educational NGO, The 

Imagine Project

François-Xavier 
PRIOLLAUD,  

Vice-President of the 
Normandy Region

SPEAKERS

 JEAN-NOËL BARROT I Resigned Minister Delegate for Europe, Chairman of the National 
Assembly's Foreign Affairs Committee

  Mevlüt ÇAVUŞOĞLU I Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey, Chairman 
of the Turkish Delegation to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly

 Thierry DE MONTBRIAL I Founding Chairman of the French Institute of International Relations

 Xavier DU CREST I President of Handicap International France

 Nicole GNESOTTO I Vice-President of the Jacques Delors Institute

 Donia KAOUACH I Executive Director, Leaders for Peace

  Azza KARAM I President of Lead Integrity, former Secretary General of Religions for Peace

 Suzuka NAKAMURA I Founder of Know Nukes Tokyo

 Guy SORMAN I President of the Maison Française at New York University

  Jean-Luc STALON I Resident Representative of the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) in the Central African Republic

 Asle TOJE I Vice-President of the Norwegian Nobel Committee

 Sundeep WASLEKAR I Chairman of the Strategic Foresight Group
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NATO, WITH OR WITHOUT AMERICA?
In partnership with the Foundation for Strategic Research

→ NATO saw its role bolstered by the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and 
it is now welcoming new members in north-eastern Europe. Is a new iron 
curtain falling on the continent? Can NATO guarantee the security of all its 
members against Russia? Does it have a role to play in Asia, at a time when the US is 
increasingly looking towards China? And, above all, would NATO survive a new Trump 
presidency? In such a scenario, could Europe defend itself alone? 

EASTERN EUROPE: HOW TO LIVE 
ON WAR'S DOORSTEP? 
In partnership with the Arte programme "Le Dessous des cartes" 

→ The geopolitical TV programme, Le Dessous des cartes, is currently 
featuring countries such as Poland, Romania and the Baltic States. This part 
of Europe is once again living with war on its borders – since the annexation 
of Crimea by Vladimir Putin's Russia in 2014, and even more so since the large-scale 
Russian invasion of Ukraine starting in February 2022. Following the broadcast of 
an episode of the programme and in the company of its editor-in-chief Emilie Aubry, 
journalists and experts will explain why their countries have become strategically 
critical in relation to Vladimir Putin's ambitions.

 2 PM - 3.30 PM
Salle Azur

 2 PM - 3.30 PM 
Salle Plénière

SPEAKERS

  Florence GAUB I Director of the Research Division at the NATO Defense College 

  Rym MOMTAZ I Editor-in-Chief of Carnegie Europe's Strategic Europe blog

  Bruno TERTRAIS I Deputy Director of the Foundation for Strategic Research

SPEAKERS

  Mihaela ANTOCHE I Journalist at Televiziunea Română

  Anna KOWALSKA I Journalist at Telewizja Polska

MODERATION

Isabelle LASSERRE,  
Journalist and diplomatic 

correspondent for 
Le Figaro

MODERATION

Émilie AUBRY, 
Editor-in-chief and 

presenter of the show, 
Le Dessous des Cartes 

(Arte)

THE DEBATES I FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
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DOES THE EMERGENCE OF A GLOBAL 
SOUTH LEAD US TO RETHINK PEACE?
In partnership with la Maison Française at New York University 

→ The concept of the Global South tends to illustrate a return to dividing the 
international order into geopolitical blocs. This has meant that the world is no 
longer divided into the East, the West and the Third World, but separated according 
to a North–South axis that is both geographical and ideological. This split was then 
further accentuated by the upsurge in wars across the world, which are now likely to 
reinforce these divisions between the North and the South. In the face of these risks, 
we need to understand the realities reflected in the concept of the Global South, in 
order to better rethink peace.

WORLD TRADE, A VECTOR FOR PEACE 
TAKEN HOSTAGE BY REGIONAL WARS?
In partnership with Le Cercle des Economistes

→ From trade wars between the US and China to attacks in the Red Sea, 
attributed to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, economic sanctions due 
to the war in Ukraine to institutions that have become battlegrounds, there are 
ever-increasing barriers to world trade that are hindering the peace promised by the 
European experiment. Economic multilateralism is being replaced by bilateralism, 
and globalisation by regionalisation. How can we restore confidence in globalisation 
to build a peaceful future?

 2 PM - 3.30 PM
Salle Or

 2 PM - 3.30 PM
Auditorium

SPEAKERS

  Adekeye ADEBAJO I Professor at the University of Pretoria

 Kaush ARHA I Researcher at the Krach Institute for Tech Diplomacy

  Evren BALTA I Professor of International Relations at the Universities of Özyeğin and Harvard

  Happymon JACOB I Professor of Diplomacy and Disarmament Studies at the School 
of International Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University 

SPEAKERS

  Patrice BERGAMINI I Diplomatic Adviser to the Chairman and CEO, CMA-CGM Group

  Tsiporah FRIED I Strategy and Innovation Advisor to the French Armed Forces General Staff

  Serge STROOBANTS I Director for Europe and MENA at the Institute for Economics 
and Peace (IEP)

MODERATION

Guy SORMAN,  
President of the 

Maison Française at 
New York University

MODERATION

Isabelle MÉJEAN,  
Member of the Cercle des 
Économistes, Professor 

in the Economics 
Department at 

Sciences Po Paris

THE DEBATES I FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
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ASIA: REGIONAL ALLIANCES CHALLENGED 
BY INTERNATIONAL TENSIONS
In partnership with Asia Society France

→ With an eye on China and India, the US has no intention of reducing its 
presence in Asia and accordingly, it has increased alliances with partners 
such as Japan, South Korea, Australia and the Philippines. While they all 
recognise the US as the military superpower, they have engaged in dialogue with 
neighbouring countries, some of which are rivals or former enemies. What could be 
the consequences of these new alliances in international relations?

WHO REALLY MASTERS ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE?
In partnership with XXII

→ The question of controlling artificial intelligence raises complex and 
multidimensional issues. Faced with a sector dominated by technological giants 
such as the Big Five, Nvidia and OpenAI, what is the role of governments in trying 
to regulate this technology? What are the responsibilities of the financial backers 
who are fuelling this frantic race to develop AI? Whether in terms of technological, 
economic or geopolitical aspects, control over AI is a major challenge for the future 
of our societies.

 2 PM - 3.30 PM
Salle Nacre

 4.30 PM – 6 PM
Salle Plénière

SPEAKERS

  Delia ALBERT I Ambassador, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines 

  Bates GILL I Researcher at the National Bureau of Asian Research, Former Executive 
Director of the Asia Society's China Analysis Centre

  Eunjung LIM I Professor, Division of International Studies, Kongju National University 

SPEAKERS

  Hubert ÉTIENNE I Founder of Quintessence AI

  Merav GRIGUER I Lawyer, co-responsible for data protection and cybersecurity 
at the University of Paris-Panthéon-Assas 

  Sébastien IMBERT I Chairman and founder of Ykaria Tech

  Sneha REVANUR I Founding President of Encode Justice     [ IN VIDEO ]

MODERATION

Philippe LE CORRE, 
Professor of geopolitics 

at ESSEC Business 
School, educational 

adviser to Asia 
Society France

MODERATION

François MATTENS, 
Director of Public 

Affairs at XXII

THE DEBATES I FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
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QATAR : THE GREAT AMBITIONS 
OF A SMALL STATE
In partnership with Institut Prospective et Sécurité en Europe (IPSE) 

→ Perceptions of Qatar are often limited to its immense wealth derived 
from gas and its links to dubious organisations. However, for several years, 
Qatar has been trying to improve its “villainous” image. For example, it is developing 
small state diplomacy in seeking to find a role as a mediator by hosting negotiations 
on Afghanistan and Chad and more recently between Israel and Hamas. Will this be 
enough to increase its standing in a very volatile Middle East?

WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATE OF THE 
TERRORIST THREAT?
In partnership with Synopia 

→ There are many different faces to terrorism and no universal definition. 
Some States are resorting to terrorist approaches, and at the same time, some 
organisations are aspiring to be recognised as States. In recent years, Islamic 
terrorism has suffered significant setbacks but the threat is reinventing itself 
through alliances with international crime. Hybrid conflicts are conducive to the 
manipulation of public opinion and radical groups. Therefore, we need to take stock 
of the threat so we can better understand the consequences of these shifts. 

 4.30 PM – 6 PM
Salle Or

 4.30 PM – 6 PM
Salle Azur

SPEAKERS

 Kader ABDERRAHIM I Director of Research at the Institut Prospective and Security 
in Europe, Senior Lecturer at Sciences Po

  François GOUYETTE I Advisor to the President of Diot-Siaci, former Ambassador 
to the United Arab Emirates, in Libya, Tunisia, Saudi Arabia and Algeria

SPEAKERS

  Christine DUGOIN-CLÉMENT I Researcher at the IAE Risk Chair at the University 
of Paris-Sorbonne 

  Marie-Christine DUPUIS-DANON I Founding President of C3COM, an internationally 
recognised specialist in financial governance and criminal finance 

  Didier LE BRET I Ambassador, Director of the Diplomatic and Consular Academy of the 
Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs 

  Patrick ZIMMERMANN I Admiral, founding director of Westwind Stratégies

MODERATION

Emmanuel DUPUY,  
President of the Institute 

for Prospective and 
Security in Europe

MODERATION

Alexandre MALAFAYE, 
Founding President 

of Synopia

THE DEBATES I FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
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HOW CAN WE SAVE DEMOCRACY?
In partnership with the Tocqueville Foundation

→ More and more States in Europe and around the world are experiencing 
a resurgence of populist ideas and polarisation between extremes on their 
political scene. These trends, which are destabilising the democratic foundations 
of our societies, are threats to the protection of human rights and freedom. Faced 
with these perils, what initiatives could be put forward and what role could civil 
society play in giving new impetus to our democracies?

 4.30 PM – 6 PM
Auditorium

SPEAKERS

  Raphaël CULLIFORD I General Delegate of the association Let's Talk Democracy 

  Constantin SIGOV I Ukrainian philosopher, Director of the European Centre 
at the University of Kiev

MODERATION

Laure MANDEVILLE,  
Senior Reporter at Le 

Figaro, Co-Founder 
of Conversations 

Tocqueville

LES DÉBATS I VENDREDI 27 SEPTEMBRE

WHAT PATHS IS AFRICA TAKING?
In partnership with the African Security Sector Network

→ Africa is currently witnessing profound upheavals, which are altering 
the configuration of its regions, as well as its own multilateral system and 
inter-African relations. Some governments, backed by public opinion, are showing 
increasing hostility towards traditional partners. This is encouraging the emergence 
of new alliances with various foreign States who are increasingly prominent on the 
continent. These trends are now helping to profoundly change the face of Africa and 
its international course.

 4.30 PM – 6 PM
Salle Nacre

SPEAKERS

  Abdelhak BASSOU I Researcher at the Policy Center for the New South

  Medhane TADESSE GEBRESILASSIE I Guest researcher at the Institut 
des Mondes Africains (IMAF)

  Yvan GUICHAOUA I Independent researcher in conflict analysis, Sahel specialist

MODERATION

Niagalé BAGAYOKO,  
President of the African 

Security Sector Network

THE DEBATES I FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
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